
Story by Finegan Kruckemeyer
Directed by Rivka Eckert

Thursday, April 20 at 7:30 pm 
Friday, April 21 at 9:30 am

Saturday, April 22 at 2 pm & 5:30 pm 
Sunday, April 23 at 2 pm*

Proscenium Theater
SUNY Potsdam

* Sunday’s performance will have American sign language interpretation 
for the deaf and hard of hearing communities. If you would like to 

use this service, please notify the CPS Box Office when booking your 
tickets, so the appropriate number of seats can be reserved for your party.
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Learn the behind the scenes of this play and
who/what inspired it. You'll meet the performers,

production team and  the playwright too!

WELCOME TO THE "PROUD CIRCLE"

RESOURCES FOR THE CLASSROOM

LET'S MEET THE TEAM 

UNDERSTANDING KEY CONCEPTS

POST SHOW EVALUATION

Things to do while waiting for the "curtain to rise". 
Appropriate for both small and large groups

Learn about all the layers that make up Eve's home,
the Proud Circle and the adventure you are about to

embark on. 

Connect back to the classroom with these activities,
key words, NY State Standards, and similar stories to

continue student exploration.

A place to wrap up our thoughts and keep asking
questions.

Taking a deeper dive into the terms that are centered
around one of the themes, environmental refugees. 

 
Information Provided by: Kit Athanasidy  

PRE SHOW ACTIVITIES

Show Guide Created By: Emily Gilligan 
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Group Juggle:

Work together, like Eve must. The responsibility is on all. 
 

-Players  stand in a large circle with space between each
other.

-Players  start to toss ONE ball or soft object across circle.
-Once the flow is established, add in more balls/stuffed

toys.
 

*the objects must remain in the air* 

Lead With...
Explore how we use our body and all the different things we are

capable of.
 

-Players walk around the space
-Leader/moderator  call out the phrase 

"Lead with...(insert body part)"
ex. Lead with your knees

-Players will explore the space with each call out
 

**add music for some additional exploration** 

A Big Wind Blows:
Just like Eve, we will be brave and learn about the things that

bring us together. 
 

-Players stand/sit seated in a circle
-First round leader does not get a spot in the circle instead

stands inside the circle  
- Leader  says"A wind blows for everyone who (insert an

interest)"
ex. A wind blows for everyone who loves pizza 

-Anyone in the group who shares that interest changes spots
with someone else in the circle

-Student left in center leads the next  round
 

The Walks Around Us:
We all act in a way that reflects our life and culture. We must

learn how to accept and encourage those differences.
 

-1st student, do a silly walk to the center of the circle and make
a clear physical stop.

-Say your name.
-Turn and do same walk back to spot.

-Everyone in the circle will repeat the exact same silly walk to
the center, say the other person’s name, and do same walk

back to  spot.
-Go around the circle until everyone has shared. 

 
 

- 



Welcome to the
"Proud Circle" 

Hospital Rock

We all have our own stories. We have our traditions and our families and
our culture. We have our friends and our favorite meal and our favorite
place to visit. There are a lot of things in our lives that make us, us. This

is the story of Eve. Here you'll see her home of the "Proud Circle" in
which  you will travel and embark on the adventure through the lens of
someone maybe a bit different than you. You will see how even through
differences we must help each other out. You will see that it is a group
effort, we must work together to provide a space that is able to sustain

the lives of all communities and their people. 
 

Soft Earth 

Common Land

Final Circle



KEY WORDS FOR THE CLASSROOM 

NY STATE ACADEMIC STANDARDS

LEARNING STANDARDS FOR THE ARTS:
"STANDARD 4: UNDERSTANDING THE CULTURAL DIMENSIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE ARTS
STUDENTS WILL DEVELOP AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE PERSONAL AND CULTURAL FORCES THAT

SHAPE ARTISTIC COMMUNICATION AND HOW THE ARTS IN TURN SHAPE THE DIVERSE CULTURES OF
PAST AND PRESENT SOCIETY."

LEARNING STANDARDS FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS:
 

"STANDARD 2: STUDENTS WILL READ, WRITE, LISTEN, AND SPEAK FOR LITERARY RESPONSE AND
EXPRESSION.

STUDENTS WILL READ AND LISTEN TO ORAL, WRITTEN, AND ELECTRONICALLY PRODUCED TEXTS AND
PERFORMANCES, RELATE TEXTS AND PERFORMANCES TO THEIR OWN LIVES, AND DEVELOP AN

UNDERSTANDING OF THE DIVERSE SOCIAL, HISTORICAL, AND CULTURAL DIMENSIONS THE TEXTS AND
PERFORMANCES REPRESENT. AS SPEAKERS AND WRITERS, STUDENTS WILL USE ORAL AND WRITTEN

LANGUAGE FOR SELF-EXPRESSION AND ARTISTIC CREATION."
 

LEARNING STANDARDS FOR SCIENCE:
"STUDENTS WILL UNDERSTAND AND APPLY SCIENTIFIC CONCEPTS, PRINCIPLES, AND THEORIES

PERTAINING TO THE PHYSICAL SETTING AND LIVING ENVIRONMENT AND RECOGNIZE THE
HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF IDEAS IN SCIENCE.."



Classroom
Activities

Your "Proud Circle":
The Proud Circle Eve calls home, it is made up of the things and

people that are special to her and her culture.
 

-Create your Own Proud Circle
 

-Think to yourself, what am I proud of, who do I love, where do I
love? 

-Include all of the circles of love and pride in your life. 
 

NEED: Blank Paper and colored pencils/crayons/markers
 

Textures That Remind You Of...
Each layer of the Proud Circle is made up of a different material.  

 
-Think of the places that are special to you:

ex. house, vacation, hike, beach, school, park, anything!
-Explore the textures of materials provided.

 What reminds you of this place? Why that texture?
 

NEED:  textured materials
ex. feathers, pom poms, felt, card board, marbles, tissue paper 

 
What's Outside?

Seeing the land outside of her home was something that filled Eve with many
emotions. 

 
-What are things in your life that you are used to?

-Imagine what your life would look like if you lived somewhere else.
 

-How does this make you feel?
-What do you imagine?

 



Similar
Voices

CLICK HERE
 

FOR INSPIRED
SONG PLAYLIST

https://music.apple.com/us/playlist/you-and-me-and-the-space-between/pl.u-mJy8gPRuzrzWJ7M


Ecosystem:
a community of

organisms and their
environment interacting
together. This includes

plants, animals, and the
non-living parts of their
environment too (rocks,

soil, rivers, etc.)

Climate: 
the average weather
conditions in an area
over a long period of

time (30 years or more). 
Fossil Fuel: 

comes from decomposed
and buried plants and
animals from millions of
years ago. These are
used as an energy
source that is non-

renewable, there is a
limited supply on Earth.
An example of this is

burning coal

Climate Change: 
an observable change in
the overall climate on

Earth. You usually hear
about this when people

are talking about
changes caused by
humans, also called

anthropogenic climate
change

Climate Disaster:
sometimes referred to as

a natural
disaster, it is when a

weather event causes a
high level

of destruction to an
area. These could be

hurricanes,
droughts, floods, etc

UNDERSTANDING KEY WORDS &
CONCEPTS



Sustainability: 
the ability for a system
to be maintained for a

long period of time.
Most often for

something to be
sustainable it has to be
socially, economically,
and environmentally

sustainable

Conservation: preserving
or protecting parts of

the Earth so that future
generations can also use

its natural resources. 

Greenhouse Gas: 
a gas that traps heat in
the Earth's atmosphere.

It allows sunlight to
come in, but stops some
of the heat created by
the sunlight to go back
out. Examples you may

have heard of are
Carbon and Methane. 

Climate Refugee:
someone who needs to

leave their home country
that is experiencing or

has experienced a
climate disaster, and is

going somewhere that is
not experiencing these
disasters. Most of the
time the area they are
leaving has experienced
many disasters in a short

period of time

Renewable Energy: 
an energy source that
nature can constantly
replace. Examples of
renewable energy are
wind, water, and solar

(sunlight).

UNDERSTANDING KEY WORDS &
CONCEPTS



This Vs. ThatThis Vs. That  

THIS IS WEATHERTHIS IS WEATHER

THAT IS CLIMATETHAT IS CLIMATE

What it looks and feels like out today. For example,
the weather is rainy and cold in Potsdam on January

12th, 2023. The weather changes all the time in
Potsdam.

 

What the weather is like in an area over a long period
of time. For example, South Florida has a tropical
climate. That means generally it has long hot and

humid summers and mild wet winters. 
 



This Vs. ThatThis Vs. That  

THIS IS CLIMATETHIS IS CLIMATE
CHANGECHANGE   

THAT IS GLOBALTHAT IS GLOBAL
WARMINGWARMING

Climate change is the long-term changes in global
temperature and weather patterns (what kind of

weather areas will typically experience at different
times of year).

.
 

Global warming is in reference to a kind of climate
change we are currently experiencing on Earth. This
is because the Earth's average temperature is getting

higher faster than it has in the past. 
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KRUCKEMEYER

You and Me, and the Space Between was written by the
playwright Finegan Kruckemeyer. Finegan(Fin), who is

based in Australia, has been commissioning plays primarily
for young audiences for over 20 years. When talking to Fin,
he made it clear that his main goal is to write a play for a

theater company to reach their intended audience. He
believes that theater is not only the experience and

expression of the performers and production team, but needs
equal contribution from the audience watching. He believes
that every person that has a seat in that audience, young or
old, can experience the story in their own way. There is no

right or wrong interpretation to his work. 
 



Alisha Felder
 

Queen DeLa Cruz
Bueno

Denaisha Clarke

Tony 
Rossi-Denton

 

Acting Ensemble

Sophie Leuzzi

Gabby Maresco

Jonah Miller
 

Frankie Maguire 



Kit Athanasidy
Dramaturg

Todd Cannedy
Scenic Designer 

Kerri Cannedy
Movement Coach

Rivka Eckert
Director 

Production Team

Emily Gilligan
Teaching Artist

 

Tom Grabowski
Lighting Designer

 



Lex Jerome 
Stage Manager

Reilly Russell 
Illustrator

Lily LaBounty
Illustrator

Carter Shults
Asst. Stage
Manager

Production Team

Gregory
Wanamaker
Composer



Post Show
Reflection Survey 

GO TOGO TO
This Link!

"WHAT THE CHILD THINKS IS"WHAT THE CHILD THINKS IS
CORRECT, IS."CORRECT, IS."   

-FINEGAN KRUCKEMEYER-FINEGAN KRUCKEMEYER  

https://forms.gle/5q5uNVWPGXFwgZDc8
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